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About this slideshow

• Feria Urbanism is a planning and design studio based in 
Bournemouth. It has been commissioned by Cranbrook & 
Sissinghurst Parish Council to support this project

• This slideshow explains the process that has allowed the 
project team to reach the point where there is a draft plan 
published for consultation

• Support, criticism and general comments are now being 
invited on the draft plan



“Make no small plans. They have 
no magic to stir men’s blood!”

Daniel Burnham
Chief Planner for Chicago, 1893



“Neighbourhood planning? 
Be bold but don’t be reckless!”

Steve Quartermaine
Government’s Chief Planner, 2011



“Towns and cities have the capability 
of providing something for everybody, 
only because, and only when, they are 
created by everybody” 

Jane Jacobs – journalist, author, activist 1961



What is a neighbourhood plan?

a) A neighbourhood plan is a document that sets out planning policies for a defined 
local area. Neighbourhood planning was introduced by the Localism Act 2011. 

b) It is an important and powerful tool that gives communities statutory powers to 
shape how their communities develop.

c) It is used to decide whether to approve planning applications, including new 
buildings (e.g. community facilities) or changes to existing buildings (e.g. giving 
permission to change the upper floors of shops to flats).

d) It is written by the local community, the people who know and love the area, to 
ensure the community gets the right types of development, in the right place.



What can a neighbourhood plan control?

a) A neighbourhood plan is about the use and development of land and may contain a 
vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for improving the area or providing new 
facilities, or allocation of key sites for specific kinds of development.

b) It may deal with a wide range of social, economic and environmental issues (such as 
housing, employment, design, heritage and transport) or it may focus on one or two 
issues only.

c) A neighbourhood plan should not promote less development than that identified in 
the local plan for the local area (such as new housing allocations) but it can allow 
greater growth levels, providing it meets the basic conditions. 

d) It can specify policies and guidance on how new development should be designed, 
orientated and located. Neighbourhood plans can therefore be a powerful tool in 
shaping the development of a neighbourhood area. 



What tests must a neighbourhood plan meet?

a) Once a neighbourhood plan has been completed, it will have to be submitted to the 
local planning authority and then be subject to an independent examination. This will 
make sure that the proper legal process has been followed and that the plan meets 
the basic conditions described in the regulations.

b) Following the independent examination, any necessary modifications are then made 
to ensure they meet legal requirements. 

c) They are then subjected to a public referendum. It is necessary that more than 50% 
of those voting in the referendum vote “yes” in order to bring the plan into force. 

d) If successful at referendum, a neighbourhood plan will become part of the statutory 
development plan for the area. This statutory status gives neighbourhood plans far 
more weight than some other local documents, such as parish plans, community 
plans and village design statements. 



What steps are needed to 
prepare a neighbourhood plan?

These are the steps needed to prepare neighbourhood plan:

1. Defining the neighbourhood area – agreeing the plan boundary
2. Drafting the plan – research, engagement, drafting policy text etc. 
3. Formal 6-week consultation (Reg.14) – run by the parish council on a draft of the whole plan
4. Consider revisions and changes – based on the results of the Reg. 14 consultation
5. Submission to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council – once the plan is updated
6. Formal 6-week consultation (Reg.16) – run by the local planning authority
7. Independent examination – to check the plan’s general conformity with the regulations
8. Referendum – final plan is voted upon by local people
9. Plan comes into legal force – if the referendum is won



The Consultation Period
The Reg. 14 consultation will run from 

12 noon on Friday 16th October 2020

8 weeks

12 noon on Friday 11th December 2020















What has led us to this point?
These are the highlight events and tasks undertaken to the get the plan to this stage

2017

2018

2019

2020

• March Early Visioning Events
• May Three-Day Design Forum
• July Action Plan & Plan Framework
• September Business Questionnaire
• November First Draft Policy Poster Exhibition
• February Landscape Character Workshop
• Spring Policy Development
• June Second Draft Policy Poster Exhibition
• Autumn Policy Refinement Work
• December Colliers Green Information Evening
• January Hartley Information Evening
• Jan – Jul Site Assessment Work
• June Cranbrook Family Fun Day
• August Site Allocations Workshop with TWBC
• Autumn Community workshops in response to TWBC Draft Local Plan
• Jan – Aug Finalising Draft Plan
• October Reg.14 Draft Plan for Consultation



What does the neighbourhood plan contain?

1. Introduction

2. Vision & Objectives

3. Landscape & the Natural Environment

4. Design & Heritage

5. Access & Movement

6. Business & Employment



What does the neighbourhood plan contain?

7. Housing

8. Culture & Community 

9. Infrastructure

10. Projects List

11. Policy & Objectives Table

12. Glossary of Terms



1. Introduction

Sets out the context for the plan
• Planning context
• Historical context
• Geographical context

… and lets people know how to get involved



2. Vision & Objectives

• Preserve distinctive character and heritage 
of built environment through high quality 
design

• Preserve the historic landscape character 
and the natural environment, green spaces, 
and biodiversity for the health of people 
and wildlife

• Provide a mix of housing and employment 
space which meet local need

• Create lasting energy-efficient buildings for 
future generations

• Prioritise and promote active travel routes
• Community health, education, and leisure 

provision
• Tourism
• Enable community participation in the 

design process of new strategic 
developments.



3. Landscape & Natural Environment

• Special Sites for Nature Conservation
• Special Ecological Protection & 

Enhancement  
• Ecological Connectivity
• Protection & Enhancement of Priority 

Habitats
• Protection of Priority Species 
• Biodiversity Enhancements
• Local Protection & Enhancement of the 

Crane Valley

• Protection of Geodiversity
• Protecting the Historic Landscape Character
• Green Gaps & Preventing Settlement 

Coalescence
• Protection of the High Weald AONB & its 

Setting
• Protection & Enhancement of Sissinghurst 

Castle
• Local Green Space Designations



4. Design & Heritage

• Design Guidance
• The Design of New Buildings Within, or 

Adjacent to, Conservation Areas
• Place-Shaping, Design and Community 

Involvement on Large Scale Developments
• Making Efficient Use of Land Through 

Appropriate Densities 
• Avoidance of Light Pollution
• Protect & Enhance the Historic Public Realm
• Creation of a New Town Square for 

Cranbrook

• Protection of Key Views
• Protection & Enhancement of Shopfronts
• Protect & Enhance the Conservation Areas
• Protection & Enhancement of Heritage 

Buildings
• Protection of Agricultural Heritage Assets
• Cranbrook Windmill
• Retention & Restoration of the Providence 

Chapel



4. Access & Movement

• The Pedestrian Environment
• Pedestrian Priority and Public Rights of Way
• Public Transport & Access to Amenities
• Cycle Storage & Cycle Parking
• Safer Road Conditions
• Rural Lanes
• Car Parking Provision



6. Business & Employment

• Business & Employment Space 
• Tourism
• Education & Skills
• The Rural Economy



7. Housing

• Affordable Homes in Sustainable Locations
• Lifetime Homes & Accessible 

Intergenerational Living
• Innovative Construction Solutions
• Rural Exception Sites



8. Culture & Community

• Community Facilities
• Provision of Health & Well-Being 

Services
• New Community Centre for Cranbrook
• New Village Hall for Sissinghurst
• Preserve and Enhance Cranbrook Library
• Performing Arts



9. Infrastructure

• Provision of Enhanced Broadband and 
Mobile Data

• Provision of Electric Vehicle Charging Points
• Low and Zero Carbon Energy Production
• Sustainable Drainage
• Allotment Gardens



10. Projects List

• 47 projects designed to implement the various policies in the plan



How to Comment
Online & Paper Questionnaire

• Now is your opportunity to comment on the 
neighbourhood plan. It is important that you say if you 
like the plan or if you want to see changes

• Please send your answers, views, and opinions to the 
parish council via the survey system before the end of the 
eight-week consultation period

Please see the website for more details
www.cranbrookandsissinghurstndp.co.uk



Digital Engagement Sessions
There will be 2 x online drop-in sessions

• Wednesday 4th November at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 2nd December at 7.30pm

These events will be on the Zoom platform and will 
use the same slideshow as this but will include a live 
Q+A session at the end

Please sign up for these on the website
www.cranbrookandsissinghurstndp.co.uk



Reminder! Consultation Deadline

12 noon on Friday 16th October 2020

8 weeks

12 noon on Friday 11th December 2020



Richard Eastham
Founder/Director

www.feria-urbanism.eu

richard@feria-urbanism.eu
07816 299 909

THANK YOU

http://www.feria-urbanism.eu/
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